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God’s Judgment is True and Right
1.  What’s true for everyone else is true for you
2. What’s true for you is true for everyone else

God is coming to judge the world.  That is a fact and it is certain.  It will happen.  And when he comes to judge the world, and he sits on his throne in all of his glory and the words of Daniel that we heard this morning find fulfillment, when that happens—his judgment will be true and right.  There will be no arguing.  There will be no appeals.  He is God and those whom he will judge are not.  Matthew pictured Jesus the Judge as a shepherd.  As easily as a shepherd can tell the difference between a sheep and a goat, so easily will the Son of Man know which judgment to give those gathered in front of him on that day.  These are facts and they are certain.

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world who boldly and confidently said, “God does not exist.”  On that day, despite all of their philosophizing and rationalizing, the glorious God man in front of their eyes will prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that they were wrong.  They will be without excuse because God had left the evidence of his existence in an intricately created universe that he formed in six 24 hour days.  They denied it and the judgment they will receive is an eternal death sentence.  The judgment of God will be true and right.

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world who boldly and confidently said, “The created world is to be worshiped as a god.  God is the tree and God is the sky and God is the rain and God is the earth.”  Those who believe in the native religion of every land—whether Canaanite, Shinto or Native American—those who worshiped the things that the Creator created instead of the Creator himself—they will receive an eternal death sentence.  The judgment of God will be true and right.

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world who boldly and confidently said, “I am a homosexual and proud of it!  This is my body and I was created with desires for the same gender and I will not be ashamed of it!”  They too will receive an eternal death sentence.  The judgment of God will be true and right. 

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world who boldly and confidently said, “Your holy book, the Bible, is a made up pack of confused morality which lacks any sense and any relevance.  Your Christian faith is appalling and short-sighted and close-minded.”  They will know all too well and all too late on that day that they were wrong and that the Bible was and is and will always be the inerrant Word of God.  They will be condemned by the author of that book.  And the judgment of God will be true and right.  

And for everyone one of these groups of people—these people who so arrogantly and stubbornly fought against the truth of God, these people who so boldly encouraged others to join them in their wickedness and rebellion, these people who rejoiced in seeing God’s Word and God’s people disgraced—there will be a horrible judgment carried out against them.  They will feel the complete wrath and anger of the almighty God unleashed against them.  

Paul announces God’s condemnation on all of those groups of people in the beginning of his letter to the Romans.  And now at the beginning of chapter two he states that fact that has just been proclaimed to you, “Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.”  We hear his warning so clearly stated as he continues, “But because of the stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  God will give to each person according to what he has done.”  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  For God does not show favoritism.  

Are you eagerly anticipating that day of wrath?  Are you bottling up your rage and anger against all of these filthy people in society?  Are you just waiting for God to finally come so that you can shove it all back in their face?  All of the arrogant homosexuals in San Francisco!  All of the professors and teachers who made you feel stupid for believing in God!  All the followers of false religion who wouldn’t listen to you when you told them they were wrong and you were right!  Are you ready to be vindicated?  Are you ready to hurl upon them the greatest and mightiest, “I TOLD YOU SO” as you stand by the side of God and say “Good riddance to bad rubbish!” while you watch them go to burn forever.  

If you are eager for that, if you get your engines all fired up over how horrible other people in society have gotten, if you rail against the gays and the Muslims and the intellectuals and the left wing liberals, if that is you to a tee—I’m so sorry for you this morning.  Because you have it all wrong.  Then you weren’t listening to Paul when he said, “God will give to each person according to what he has done.”  What have you done?  Do you really think you belong on the side that has “persistently done good and sought glory, honor and immortality?”  If you really and truly think so, then I have one question and one question only for you:

Do you agree that the judgment of God is true and right when he condemns everyone on the list I mentioned before?  If you said, “Yes he is just and right and they truly deserve what is coming to them” then I want you to listen to one group of people from Romans 1 that Paul mentioned and I left out.  Ready?

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world who boldly and confidently said, “My parents don’t know what they are talking about.  I am not going to do what they told me to do but rather I will do what I want when I want.”  Those horrible people who Paul said, “disobey their parents” will receive an eternal death sentence.  The judgment of God will be true and right.

Have you ever disobeyed your parents?  Then you are condemned by God.  Have you slandered someone—said something unflattering or simply untrue about them just to make them look bad?  Then you are condemned by God.  Have you had relations with someone other than your spouse, before or during marriage, mental or physical?  Then you are condemned by God.  

If you think you have the right to condemn the world this morning—to bash gays and all the sexually immoral, to relish the chance to berate the Mormon, to tell God how very bad the world has become while you have been so diligent as to keep your nose clean—be very clear on the fact that you have no such right.  The rights to condemn and unleash wrath and anger belong to God alone.  And you are not God.  Listen to the part of the text that I omitted before when I read Paul’s words to you:

So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?  Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?  

The judgment that is true for everyone else is true for you.  If you are judged based on what you have done or not done in your life, then you stand condemned already.  God does not show favoritism.  If you stand before God and show him how much better you were than those other sinners you were forced to live with, then you will face the same judgment they do by the same standards.  You have done nothing worthy of life eternal, only suffering never ending.

“But Pastor, how then can we stand?”  Only one way—by the grace of God.  God showed an amazing amount of kindness, tolerance and patience with you in not destroying you from the get go.  The storehouse of his undeserved love is truly breathtaking in its enormity.  God was patient with you.  He let you hear the message from his lips through his messengers who spoke God’s Word to you.  That word turned your stony heart warm.  That word woke you up to the fact that you cannot stand before God based on what you have done.  The whole first three-and-a-half chapters of Romans lead you to that conclusion.  “There is no one who does good…not even one.”  And that message lead you to despair of your own works and to say, “Then how can I possibly be saved!?”  .  It led you to recognize the ugliness of your sin and plea, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!”

Then God had the great pleasure to tell you of the other way—his way.  “But now a righteousness form God apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and area justified freely by this grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  

That is how you stand before God—acknowledging sin and guilt and unworthiness.  You stand with the simple statement, “I have been baptized into Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  I am covered by his perfection.  You have punished him already for my shortcomings.  You have given me undeserved perfection as a free gift.”  And on that you can stand before God.

It is a fact that on that day God will judge everyone in the world.  But his judgment on you will be “Not guilty.  The debt of sin has been paid in full.  This is my sheep, my little lamb.  He will go to his inheritance—not what he has earned or deserved, but what I have freely given to him because he is my son with full rights and privileges.”

Now, now the thing to remember is that what is true for you is true for everybody.  God has allowed today to come.  He has not yet come to judge the world.  There is great hope for the atheist, the homosexual, the person who follows a false god.  There is still time.  The attitude we have toward our fellow human being caught in the trap of sin is love, not anger and hatred.  While God allows us the time, we boldly and lovingly speak the truth of God’s judgment.  We warn them that there is still time.  We rejoice with them when the Word works repentance in their hearts.  

That is your job this week—to be the messenger for the Judge.  You are not the judge.  Your judgments could never be right and true every time.  But God is the judge.  His judgments are always right and true.  Speak boldly.  Speak confidently.  Speak his Words with his power.  Speak while there is still time.  Remember your sins and the grace God showed you.  What’s true for them is true for you.  What’s true for you is true for them. 

Amen.
  
